SUMMER POPS Bill Wyman and his Rhythm Kings/ Echo Arena Liverpool

Last-minute change
a perfect addition

BY RICHARD DOWN
Daity Post Sizif

R HOOK frontman

Dennis Locorriere

WHS & surprisa

addition to former

Rolling Stone Bill
Wyman's Rhythm Kings gig at the
Arena last nighl.

Hejoined legendary guifaris{
Albert Lee and the tackhurn hasaisl
on staye as part of the nine-plece
el tfit that ripped through 30 songs.

Wiyman, &s ever, stuck to the
ghadows through a rip-enorting set
list, only stepping into the limelight
o introduce the lone Stones song,
Honky Tonk Women.

Wi were the first non-
Merseyside band (o play The
Cavern,” he tald the Arena
audience, “We always 2ot a good
reaction out of Liverpool crowds
and =o, just this onoe, we'll doa
Stones version - but just this onea.”
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Note perfect, bhut in no way
reverential, the band blew the
eobweba sway from the 1968
mmiber

This wus a high point of a great
gig, bul it was possibly surpassed
by Beverley Skeete's stunning
version of Nina Simane’s ['ve Put a
Spell an You, in which the sax and
vocals intertwined with visceral
farea,

Then Albert Lee took centre
stage, laving down his six-string in
Favonr of piano to accompany &
heart rending varsion of The
Everiey Brothers” Crying in the
Hain. He picked the guitar back up
o shred through Tesr It Up, with
Wyman's articulate bass keeping
pace with his renetic fetbomy]
wark.

The Rhyvthm Kings are a vast
family of muzicians and are
incredibly sdaptable. Loporriere's
last-minmte introduction made soul

Bill Wyman - sticking to the shadows at the Echo Arena

classics such as Wilson Pickett’s Do
foul Like Good Music effortless,

and his loose-limbed dancing acted
as pounterpoint to Wyman's static
presemce

In fact, after last night’s
parformance, it is hard to imaging
a Rhythm Kings gig without him.

In contrast {0 the headliners'
high energy performance, The
John Martyn Band seemed a little
lost on an Arena-sized stage,

Murtyn's heart-wrenching blues
and space age folk neveriheless
carry a formidable welight,

Baiure: DAVE MLINM

These dayvs he performs from a
wheelchair and rambles between
songe, but when ha gets bahind
somps ke The Man in The Station
and Dreams By The Sen, he
captures something deeply
touching and If is patently clear the
pain he intones is vary real

Wyman and Martyn makes an
unlikely pairing. but the
cnmbination of a crowd-pleasing
band and an introspective solo
artist made for an addly fulfilling
evening et The Pops,
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